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The Zasulich case gave a powerful impetus to political terror; the verdict, interpreted as public endorsement of terroristic methods, swayed many populists who had formerly opposed political murders. Attempts on the lives of high officials and police officers became increasingly frequent. The most notable victims were General N. V. Mezentsov, a hero of Sevastopol and head of the security police (August, 1878); Prince Kropotkin, governor-general of Kharkov (February, 1879); General A. R. Drenteln, head of the security police, who, however, escaped unharmed (March, 1879). Arrests, trials, executions, and deportations brought retaliation by the terrorists. The underground leaflet "Land and Freedom/' which reflected the views of the more extreme wing of the party, said early in 1879: "Political murder is primarily an act of vengeance. . . . Under existing conditions political murder is the only means of self-defense and one of the most effective methods of propaganda. By striking at the very center of the government it shatters with terrible force the entire system." The inescapable and logical conclusion drawn from this theory was regicide, which, indeed, wras soon to absorb the energies of the revolutionaries. Land and Freedom* however, was still divided on thi& much-discussed issue. On April 2,18797 one of its members, Alexander-Solovev, fired five shots at the tsar, who once more escaped injury; Solovev used a gun provided by the party but he acted without its sanction. His attempt brought to a head the long-standing ideological conflict within the inner circle of Land and Freedom. Moreover, the influx of new members, some of them not personally acquainted with the older leaders, undermined the fedirig of solidarity and paved the way for disintegration.
A preliminary secret conference of Land and Freedom attended W fourteen delegates from St Petersburg and the provinces met at the resort towa of Lipetsk in June, 1879. The conference approved the principle of political terror, set up a centralized governing body (executive committee) shrouded in secrecy, and unanimously endorsed the murder of Alexander II as one of the organization's immediate objectives. The Lipetsk decisions were referred to a larger conference, hdfel a few days later in the woods near Voronezh, With the lone ex-osptiem of George Plekhanov (later one of the leading Russian Marxists), who took an uncompromising stand and withdrew, the some twenty-five delegates present approved the proposals. The revised program voted by the conference recapitulated the familiar principles of